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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes of November 2, 2017 
 

Mrs. Hadaway called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. in the Administrative Center, Curriculum 

Library, 520 Fifth Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska. 
 

Members Present: 

Paula Addis 

Kyra Aizstrauts 

Dr. Obadare Awoleke 

Dr. Leah Berman Williams 

Oscar Beausoleil 

Melanie Hadaway 

Felicia Jackson 

Earnest Kincade 

Svetlana Nuss 

Earl Peterson 

Fé Seymour 

 

Members Absent: 

Joe Dallaire 

Tara DeVaughn 

Wendy Dominique 

Sharon Hildebrand 

Dr. Ute Kaden 

Allyson Nicholson 

Dr. Heather Willis 

 

Staff Present: 

Jennifer Morgan 

 

Guests: 

Holly Cervin 

Shaun Kraska 

 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Mrs. Hadaway requested to add a topic after section F in order to discuss the December 7, 2017 tentative 

meeting status. Mr. Kincade moved to accept the November 2, 2017 agenda; Ms. Seymour seconded. 

Hearing no objections or further comments, the motion was approved. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Mr. Peterson moved to accept the minutes for the April 6, 2017 meeting as submitted; Dr. Berman 

Williams seconded. Hearing no objections or further comments, the motion was approved. 

 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

Mrs. Hadaway presented the newly revised School Board Policy 236 and Administrative Regulation 

236. Members reviewed changes to this committee’s structure, which now consist of an administrative 

staff chair, one school board member, two teachers, two principals, three parents, one student council 

representative, and six community-at-large members. Current committee members are grandfathered in 

until the end of this school year, and will then need to go through the application process if they wish to 

continue serving on the committee next year. Teachers’ and principals’ terms start this year. Voting 

members may serve no more than two consecutive terms (four years). This committee typically holds 

monthly meetings during the school year; a quorum is no longer needed for meetings to occur, and if 

members miss at least 50% of the meetings, they may be dismissed and replaced by the chair.  
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Mrs. Hadaway briefly reviewed the committee’s current bylaws, and explained that changes will need to 

be made to align these with the recently adopted policy and AR 236. Dr. Berman Williams was 

concerned that if the committee makes a recommendation the administration does not agree with, this 

recommendation will not be forwarded to the Board.  Mrs. Hadaway explained that if the committee 

writes one recommendation and the administration writes a differing recommendation, both will be 

forwarded to the board.  

 

Mrs. Hadaway asked for input from the committee on changes to the bylaws. New bylaws will be 

drafted and sent to members for review.  

 

E-LEARNING 

Mrs. Cervin, Director of Alternative Learning, presented districtwide eLearning data for the 2016-2017 

school year. In the first semester, 377 students were enrolled in 525 courses, and in the second semester 

423 students were enrolled in 672 courses. In the current semester, there are about 525-530 students 

enrolled in just under 700 courses. The committee discussed other data listed in the report. 

 

CURRICULA REVISION UPDATE 

Mrs. Hadaway apprised the committee on the progress of the curricula revisions for World Language 

and Career and Technical Education Health Science. Public comment has closed for the first draft of 

both curricula, and the curriculum groups are reconvening to discuss additional changes. Mrs. Hadaway 

will have a conversation with Ms. Kowalski about world language in elementary schools, and  bring 

follow-up information to the next meeting. Draft two of the Health Science curriculum is expected to go 

out for public comment at the end of November.  

 

DECEMBER 7 MEETING STATUS 

December 7, 2017 is listed as a tentative meeting on the schedule.  A motion was presented for the 

committee to meet on December 7, 2017. Hearing no objections or further comments, the motion was 

approved. 

 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
 

Earl Peterson 

Mr. Peterson reminded Mrs. Hadaway that introductions were not completed at the beginning of the 

meeting.  Member introductions will take place at the next meeting. 

 

Dr. Leah Berman Williams 

Dr. Berman Williams mentioned that there is interest at the university to help with curriculum or 

eLearning. 

 

ADJOURMENT 

Ms. Seymour moved to adjourn the meeting. Hearing no objections or further comment, the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 


